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February 2, 2015
To:
All Interested Vendors

Re:
Request for Information

The State of Montana, Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) is requesting information regarding an airborne Remote Sensing System (RSS) consisting of planning software, an airborne remote sensor system, post-processing software, and softcopy production software to meet MDT aerial survey and mapping business needs. The State of Montana invites all interested parties to submit a written response to this Request for Information (RFI).

This RFI is being sought strictly for the purpose of gaining knowledge of services and supplies available with an estimate of their corresponding costs and should not be construed as intent, commitment, or promise to acquire services, supplies, or solutions offered.  No contract will result from any response to this RFI.
Information submitted in response to this RFI will become the property of the State of Montana.

The State of Montana will not pay for any information herein requested nor is it liable for any cost incurred by the vendor.

RFI responses must be received prior to March 6, 2015 prior to 2:00 p.m. Local Time at the following address:  

Procurement Officer: 
Jeannie Lake
Address: 

State Procurement Bureau

Room 165 Mitchell Building

PO Box 200135
Helena, MT 59620
Telephone Number: 
406-444-0110
E-mail Address: 
JeannieLake@mt.gov
Procedural, administrative, or contractual questions and answers may be directed to the procurement officer listed above. 

We appreciate your response to this request.

1.0 
PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES
The purpose of this RFI is to gather information to assist MDT in its goal of replacing our current analog aerial film camera, post processing hardware and software, and softcopy tools. MDT has immediate photogrammetric specific operational needs for a replacement RSS.
The RSS System will continue the use of the current MDT owned aircraft for aerial survey. The RSS System will eliminate the use of the current analog film camera, film processing, and softcopy suite used for photogrammetry.  The potential planning software, airborne remote sensor system, post-processing software, and softcopy production software must maintain or improve the level of service and products to our customers.  The RSS System must meet MDT aerial survey standards:
MDT compiles topographic maps and orthophotos for engineering design using photogrammetric methods.  These maps are tested using National Standard for Spatial Data Accuracy (NSSDA) testing methods.  Two accuracy standards are predominately used for engineering mapping.  MDT commonly refers to these two standards as urban and rural.  

Urban standard digital terrain models (DTMs) are built and tested to a vertical accuracy of 0.25’ at the 95% confidence level using statically reliable number of test points.   Similarly, planimetric features are compiled and tested to meet a horizontal accuracy of 0.50’.  MDT has been able to consistently meet this standard using 0.08’ (0.024m) GSD analog imagery.  Orthophotos with a GSD of 0.20 feet are typically developed for projects mapped using the urban standard.

Rural standard, digital terrain models (DTMs) are built and tested to a vertical accuracy of 0.35’ at the 95% confidence level using statically reliable number of test points.   Similarly, planimetric features are compiled and tested to meet a horizontal accuracy of 0.70’.  MDT has been able to consistently meet this standard using 0.16’ (0.048m) GSD analog imagery.  Orthophotos with a GSD of 0.30 feet to 0.50 feet are typically developed for projects mapped using the rural standard

The RSS System must fit within MDT’s Photogrammetry fixed staffing of one aerial data acquisition specialist, one pilot, two photogrammetrists, and one section manager. The system must satisfy MDT’s ongoing goal of integrating different types of remote sensing data, and fit within MDT’s current IT environment.

MDT has these future photogrammetric long-term goals that a replacement RSS, which supports enhanced ortho-rectified imaging capabilities; comprehensive digital terrain modeling digital elevation modeling and digital surface modeling capabilities and improved planimetric mapping capabilities.

MDT is requesting the vendor community provide information about their software for project/flight planning and tracking, the airborne remote sensor systems, post processing software and/or suite of softcopy tools that meets the immediate and future goals listed above. If a vendor does not have all the components listed above, vendors are encouraged to collaborate with others to provide a response.  
2.0
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A RSS replacement at MDT must include these four components:

· Project/flight planning and tracking software, 

· An airborne remote sensor system,

· Post processing software, and,

· Suite of softcopy tools that meets the immediate and future goals listed above.

MDT is requesting clarification on features included in differing RSS packages. MDT is also looking for product(s) road map and strategy for the next four years.

MDT is requesting information on all four components, as specified below:

Project/flight planning and tracking software: MDT requires the RSS have software for project/flight planning and tracking. Provide information about the packages and options for project/flight planning and tracking.
Acquisition: MDT requires that the RSS acquires data using an airborne sensor system. Provide information about the packages and options for an airborne sensor system.
Processing.  MDT requires that the RSS be able to post process all data acquired. Provide information about the software packages and options for post processing provided with the RSS.  
Production.  MDT requires that the RSS provide software tools for creating products that meet MDT’s business needs. Provide information about the software packages and options for production provided with the RSS.
3.0
RFI RESPONSE INSTRUCTIONS

The State is asking all interested parties to submit a response containing the following information:

· Information on one or more RSSs meeting outlined requirements.

· Your interest in providing the services/supplies.

· Brief description of past experience providing similar services/supplies.

· From your past experience, has the State identified all the major components necessary to complete this project? If not, please provide information on other necessary components.

· Please provide a list of potential problems/risks that the State may encounter during this project. Please provide any ideas or suggestions about how such problems/risks should be addressed in a solicitation.

· Your best estimated time frame for completing the project.
· Your best estimated price range to provide the services/supplies as stated herein, lowest estimate to highest estimate.

