
[image: image1.png]


DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

GENERAL SERVICES DIVISION

STATE PROCUREMENT BUREAU

                      


gsd.mt.gov
       STEVE BULLOCK

 

   

            MITCHELL BUILDING, ROOM 165

GOVERNOR 
              STATE OF MONTANA
 


        PO BOX 200135



          (406) 444-2575





            HELENA, MONTANA 59620-0135

            (406) 444-2529 FAX

                            TTY Users-Dial 711

August 5, 2013
To All Interested Vendors:

The Department of Administration, State Procurement Bureau is considering a request from the Montana Teachers’ Retirement System (TRS) to award a sole source contract to Alfred Munksgard & Associates (AMA.) The services include the upgrade of TRS’ current pension management application, Pension+, from PowerHouse running on Open VMS to JEE running on Adobe ColdFusion.   The fully upgraded pension management system will be called M-Trust, and the upgrade project is also referred to as the M-Trust Project. The determination of the sole source contract is based on AMA’s knowledge and experience in the following:

· Experience converting PowerHouse/Open VMS applications to web-based platforms

· Experience designing, developing and implementing pension management software in Adobe ColdFusion 10

· JEE with MVC architecture

· Oracle 11g RDBMS

· Knowledge of and experience implementing technology standards for data/system security

· Integration of the technologies listed above

· Knowledge of principles and practices of, and experience designing and implementing, systems to ensure continuity of business operations and disaster recovery

· Broad general knowledge of standards and practices of public pension benefit administration

· Experience developing and maintaining public pension management systems

· Modular, iterative system development

· The business processes of public pension plan management, including incorporating TRS business processes, specifically, with minimal reliance on TRS staff for education or requirements definition
· Ability to extract the business processes from the existing PowerHouse/Open VMS application and present them as requirements before beginning the conversion of a module
· An understanding of the architecture necessary to integrate newly upgraded modules with non-upgraded modules and the shared database so that all business functions can be carried out without significant interruption or impairment; this includes the generation of letters, notifications, and reports
· Ability to conduct the work by module and in planned iterations, including work that may be carried out on more than one module at a time
The following is an overview of Pension+ and a brief description of the upgrade project scope of work.  
Project Objectives

TRS’ primary objective in undertaking this project is to upgrade the pension system's functions from its current PowerHouse/Open VMS environment (Pension+) to a web-based Adobe ColdFusion environment while retaining the existing Oracle 11g database and FileNet document management system.

Pension + Overview

Montana TRS’ goal is to migrate to a modern technology architecture for its pension management system. The upgrade will move the system to a web-based architecture running Adobe ColdFusion 10 on a Windows server housed on TRS hardware in the State of Montana Data Center (SMDC). This front-end application will connect to an Oracle database hosted by SITSD in the SMDC. The web-based front end will be accessible by standard web browsers, including the state standard Internet Explorer as well as Mozilla Firefox. 
TRS intends to award the project, which has a total estimated contract value of $1,600,000 to one vendor, serving as the prime contractor. The entire project is estimated to take approximately 2 years to complete.

The State Procurement Bureau will accept written comments from potential vendors who believe they have the knowledge and/or experience necessary to fulfill the required services.  This is not a request for competitive proposals.  Any vendor who is interested in providing these services to the State of Montana is invited to provide a detailed description of their company, experience, and knowledge of higher education performance-based funding models and completed services.  Written comments must be received by 5:00 p.m. local time, August 19, 2013.  Responses to this notice must be addressed to:

Jodi Gollehon 
State Procurement Bureau

125 N. Roberts Street

Mitchell Building, Room 165

Helena, MT 59620-0135

A determination by the State not to compete this proposed contract based upon responses to this notice is solely with the discretion of the State.  If evidence presented reveals that more than one source is available to perform the contract, the State may issue a competitive solicitation.  If no evidence is presented in the timeframe specified, the State may proceed to award a contract to AMA.

Thank you for your interest.


