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	The STATE OF MONTANA, Department of Labor and Industry, Workforce Services Division (“the State”) is soliciting bids for grounds maintenance services (grounds keeping and snow removal) for the Helena Job Service located in Helena Montana. Contractor shall be responsible for furnishing all personnel, equipment, materials and supplies as needed to perform the services as described herein. Bidders are responsible for acquainting themselves with all measurements and site conditions. 

Contract cannot exceed $1,800 per year. 
Outside areas to be serviced under this contract can be viewed at Helena Job Service, 715 Front Street, Helena Montana. Any questions shall be directed to the procurement officer listed in section 1.1.1 of this solicitation.
This is a rebid of the initial issued limited solicitation. Changes include cost per year and various requirements throughout this document.
Vendor Signature: ________________________________________

Additional vendor information attached: Yes ______  No ______



	SEE STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS


Standard Terms and Conditions
By submitting a response to this invitation for bid, request for proposal, limited solicitation, or acceptance of a contract, the vendor agrees to acceptance of the following Standard Terms and Conditions and any other provisions that are specific to this solicitation or contract.

ACCEPTANCE/REJECTION OF BIDS, PROPOSALS, OR LIMITED SOLICITATION RESPONSES: The State reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, proposals, or limited solicitation responses, wholly or in part, and to make awards in any manner deemed in the best interest of the State. Bids, proposals, and limited solicitation responses will be firm for 30 days, unless stated otherwise in the text of the invitation for bid, request for proposal, or limited solicitation.

ALTERATION OF SOLICITATION DOCUMENT: In the event of inconsistencies or contradictions between language contained in the State’s solicitation document and a vendor’s response, the language contained in the State’s original solicitation document will prevail. Intentional manipulation and/or alteration of solicitation document language will result in the vendor’s disqualification and possible debarment.

DEBARMENT: The contractor certifies, by submitting this bid or proposal, that neither it nor its principals are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction (contract) by any governmental department or agency. If the contractor cannot certify this statement, attach a written explanation for review by the State.

FACSIMILE RESPONSES: Facsimile responses will be accepted for invitations for bids, small purchases, or limited solicitations ONLY if they are completely received by the State Procurement Bureau prior to the time set for receipt. Bids, or portions thereof, received after the due time will not be considered. Facsimile responses to requests for proposals are ONLY accepted on an exception basis with prior approval of the procurement officer.
FAILURE TO HONOR BID/PROPOSAL: If a bidder/offeror to whom a contract is awarded refuses to accept the award (PO/contract) or fails to deliver in accordance with the contract terms and conditions, the department may, in its discretion, suspend the bidder/offeror for a period of time from entering into any contracts with the State of Montana.

LATE BIDS AND PROPOSALS: Regardless of cause, late bids and proposals will not be accepted and will automatically be disqualified from further consideration. It shall be solely the vendor’s risk to ensure delivery at the designated office by the designated time. Late bids and proposals will not be opened and may be returned to the vendor at the expense of the vendor or destroyed if requested.

RECIPROCAL PREFERENCE: The State of Montana applies a reciprocal preference against a vendor submitting a bid from a state or country that grants a residency preference to its resident businesses. A reciprocal preference is only applied to an invitation for bid for supplies or an invitation for bid for nonconstruction services for public works as defined in section 18-2-401(9), MCA, and then only if federal funds are not involved. For a list of states that grant resident preference, see http://gsd.mt.gov/ProcurementServices/preferences.mcpx.

SOLICITATION DOCUMENT EXAMINATION: Vendors shall promptly notify the State of any ambiguity, inconsistency, or error which they may discover upon examination of a solicitation document.

1.1
INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS
1.1.1 Procurement Officer Contact Information. Contact information for the procurement officer is as follows:
Procurement Officer:
Bonny Belling

Telephone Number:
(406) 444-3322

Fax Number:
(406) 444-2529

E-mail Address:
bbelling@mt.gov

1.1.2 Examination of Solicitation Documents and Explanation to Bidders. Bidders are responsible for examining the solicitation document issued to become informed as to all conditions that might in any way affect the cost or performance of any work. Failure to do so will be at the sole risk of the bidder. Should the bidder find discrepancies in or omissions from the solicitation documents, or should their intent or meaning appear unclear or ambiguous, or should any other question arise relative to the solicitation documents, the bidder shall promptly notify the procurement officer. The bidder making such request will be solely responsible for its timely receipt by the procurement officer. 

1.1.3 Interpretation or Representations. The State of Montana assumes no responsibility for any interpretation or representations made by any of its officers or agents unless interpretations or representations are incorporated into a formal written addendum to the solicitation. If the solicitation is amended, then all terms and conditions which are not modified remain unchanged. It is the bidder's responsibility to keep informed of any changes to the solicitation. Bidders must sign and return with their bid an Acknowledgment of Addendum for any addendum issued. Bids that fail to include an Acknowledgment of Addendum may be considered nonresponsive.

1.1.4 Bid Preparation Costs. The costs for developing and delivering responses to this solicitation are entirely the responsibility of the bidder. The State is not liable for any expense incurred by the bidder in the preparation and presentation of their bid or any other costs incurred by the bidder prior to execution of a purchase order or contract.

1.1.5 Late Bids. Regardless of cause, late bids will not be accepted and will automatically be disqualified from further consideration. It shall be the bidder’s sole risk to assure delivery at the designated office by the designated time. Late bids will not be opened and may be returned to the bidder at the expense of the bidder or destroyed if requested. 

1.1.6 Bidder’s Signature. The solicitation must be signed in ink by an individual authorized to legally bind the business submitting the bid. The bidder’s signature on a bid in response to this solicitation guarantees that the offer has been established without collusion and without effort to preclude the State of Montana from obtaining the best possible supply or service. 

1.2
CHANGE OR WITHDRAWAL OF BIDS

1.2.1 Change or Withdrawal PRIOR to Bid Opening. Should any bidder desire to change or withdraw a bid prior to the scheduled opening, the bidder may do so by making such request in writing to the procurement officer listed in Section 1.1.1 above. This communication must be received prior to the date and hour of the bid opening by a request in writing or facsimile to the procurement officer (e-mail notices containing prices are not allowed and will be disqualified).

1.2.2 Change AFTER Bid Opening But Prior to Bid Award. After bids are opened, they may not be changed except to correct patently obvious mistakes and minor variations as allowed by ARM 2.5.505. The bidder shall submit verification of the correct bid to the State prior to the final award by the State.
1.3
BID AWARDS

1.3.1 Basis for Award. Bid award, if made, will be to the responsive and responsible bidder who offers the lowest cost to the State in accordance with the specifications set forth in the solicitation.

1.3.2 Rejection of Bids. While the State has every intention to award a contract as a result of this solicitation, issuance of the solicitation in no way constitutes a commitment by the State of Montana to award and execute a contract. Upon a determination such actions would be in its best interest, the State, in its sole discretion, reserves the right to:

· Cancel or terminate this solicitation (18-4-307, MCA);

· Waive any undesirable, inconsequential, or inconsistent provisions of this solicitation which would not have significant impact on any bid (ARM 2.5.505); or

· If awarded, terminate any contract if the State determines adequate state funds are not available (18-4-313, MCA). 

1.4
COMPLIANCE WITH WORKERS’ COMPENSATION ACT

Contractors are required to comply with the provisions of the Montana Workers' Compensation Act while performing work for the State of Montana in accordance with the sections 39-71-401, 39-71-405, and 39-71-417, MCA. Proof of compliance must be in the form of workers' compensation insurance, an independent contractor exemption, or documentation of corporate officer status. Neither the contractor nor its employees are employees of the State. This insurance/exemption must be valid for the entire term of the contract. A renewal document must be sent to the State Procurement Bureau, P.O. Box 200135, Helena, MT 59620-0135, upon expiration.

1.5
REQUIRED INSURANCE

1.5.1 General Requirements. The contractor shall maintain for the duration of the contract, at its cost and expense, insurance against claims for injuries to persons or damages to property, including contractual liability, which may arise from or in connection with the performance of the work by the contractor, agents, employees, representatives, assigns, or subcontractors. This insurance shall cover such claims as may be caused by any negligent act or omission. 

1.5.2 Primary Insurance. The contractor's insurance coverage shall be primary insurance with respect to the State, its officers, officials, employees, and volunteers and shall apply separately to each project or location. Any insurance or self-insurance maintained by the State, its officers, officials, employees or volunteers shall be excess of the contractor's insurance and shall not contribute with it.

1.5.3 Specific Requirements for Commercial General Liability. The contractor shall purchase and maintain occurrence coverage with combined single limits for bodily injury, personal injury, and property damage of $300,000 per occurrence and $600,000 aggregate per year to cover such claims as may be caused by any act, omission, or negligence of the contractor or its officers, agents, representatives, assigns, or subcontractors. The State, its officers, officials, employees, and volunteers are to be covered and listed as additional insureds; for liability arising out of activities performed by or on behalf of the contractor, including the insured's general supervision of the contractor; products, and completed operations; premises owned, leased, occupied, or used.

1.5.4 Deductibles and Self-Insured Retentions. Any deductible or self-insured retention must be declared to and approved by the state agency. At the request of the agency either: (1) the insurer shall reduce or eliminate such deductibles or self-insured retentions as respects the State, its officers, officials, employees, or volunteers; or (2) at the expense of the contractor, the contractor shall procure a bond guaranteeing payment of losses and related investigations, claims administration, and defense expenses.
1.5.5 Certificate of Insurance/Endorsements. A certificate of insurance from an insurer with a Best's rating of no less than A- indicating compliance with the required coverages, has been received by the State Procurement Bureau, P.O. Box 200135, Helena, MT 59620-0135. The contractor must notify the State immediately, of any material change in insurance coverage, such as changes in limits, coverages, change in status of policy, etc. The State reserves the right to require complete copies of insurance policies at all times.

1.6
CONTRACT TERMINATION

1.6.1 Termination for Cause. The State may, by written notice to contractor, immediately terminate this contract in whole or in part for contractor’s failure to materially perform any of the services, duties, terms or conditions contained in this contract. 

1.6.2 Termination for Convenience. The State may, by written notice to contractor, terminate this contract without cause and without incurring liability to contractor. The State shall give notice of termination to contractor at least 30 days before the effective date of termination. The State shall pay contractor only that amount, or prorated portion thereof, owed to contractor up to the date the State's termination takes effect. This is contractor's sole remedy. The State shall not be liable to contractor for any other payments or damages arising from termination under this section, including but not limited to general, special, or consequential damages such as lost profits or revenues.

1.6.3 Termination for Cause with Notice to Cure Requirement. Contractor may terminate this contract for the State’s failure to perform any of its duties under this contract after giving the State written notice of the failure. The written notice must demand performance of the stated failure within a specified period of time of not less than 30 days. If the demanded performance is not completed within the specified period, the termination is effective at the end of the specified period.

1.6.4 Reduction of Funding. The State must by law terminate this contract if funds are not appropriated or otherwise made available to support the State's continuation of performance of this contract in a subsequent fiscal period. (18-4-313(4), MCA) If state or federal government funds are not appropriated or otherwise made available through the state budgeting process to support continued performance of this contract (whether at an initial contract payment level or any contract increases to that initial level) in subsequent fiscal periods, the State shall terminate this contract as required by law. The State shall provide contractor the date the State's termination shall take effect. The State shall not be liable to contractor for any payment that would have been payable had the contract not been terminated under this provision. As stated above, the State shall be liable to contractor only for the payment, or prorated portion of that payment, owed to contractor up to the date the State's termination takes effect. This is contractor's sole remedy. The State shall not be liable to contractor for any other payments or damages arising from termination under this section, including but not limited to general, special, or consequential damages such as lost profits or revenues.

1.7
COST ADJUSTMENTS

Cost Increase by Mutual Agreement. After the contract’s initial term and if the State agrees to a renewal, the parties may agree upon a cost increase. The State is not obligated to agree upon a renewal or a cost increase. Any cost increases must be based on demonstrated industry-wide or regional increases in contractor's costs. Publications such as the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for all Urban Consumers may be used to determine the increased value. 

1.8
ON-SITE REQUIREMENTS/CLEANUP

Contractor shall adequately protect the work, adjacent property, and the public in all phases of the work. Contractor shall be responsible for all damages or injury due to their action or neglect.

In terms of cleanup, contractor shall:

a.
Keep the premises free from debris and accumulation of waste;

b.
Clean up any oil or fuel spills;

c.
Keep machinery clean and free of weeds;

d.
Remove all equipment from work site after completion of services.

2.1
STATE INSPECTIONS
All services performed, equipment, supplies furnished or utilized in the performance of services, and workmanship in the performance of services will be subject to inspection and test by the State to the extent practicable at all times and places during the term of the contract. The State reserves the right to inspect a work area at any time and to determine whether an adequate level of service and workmanship is being maintained.

Notice of inspections or complaints during the term of the contract shall be direct from or through the State’s Contract Liaison and is required to be in writing. Services found to be incomplete, defective, or not accomplished when requested will be reported to the contractor or contractor’s Contract Liaison for appropriate action. Contractor will provide written follow-ups when requested by the State.

Inspection of the service area(s) is the responsibility of the State’s Contract Liaison or designee. The State has the authority to point out any deficiencies and require correction of those deficiencies in accordance with contract terms.

2.2
CORRECTION OF DEFICIENCIES

When services are not performed in conformity with contract requirements, the State shall have the right to require the contractor re-perform those services in conformity with contract requirements at no additional cost to the State. Any noted deficiencies must be corrected within the time schedule determined by the State.

If re-performed services are not corrected in conformity with contract requirements, the State shall have the right to require the contractor immediately take all necessary steps to ensure future performance of the services are in conformity with contract requirements, and have the services performed in conformity with contract requirements and deduct any costs incurred by the State directly related to the performance of such services, or deduct from the contractor's monthly payment for any services required but not provided.

Services found to be incomplete, defective, or not accomplished when requested will be reported to the contractor for immediate corrective action and will be completed, corrected, or re-accomplished within the time schedule determined by the State. 

2.3
SAFETY

Contractor is responsible for instructing its employees in safety measures considered appropriate. All supplies, materials, or equipment shall not be permitted in traffic lanes or other areas in such a manner as to create safety hazards by the contractor or its employees. Contractor shall be responsible for providing employees instructed and trained in proper work methods and procedures for those services outlined herein. 
2.4
MODIFICATION

This agreement, and any amendments to it, constitutes the entire agreement between the State and contractor. Any statements, promises or inducements made by either party, which are not contained in these documents, are neither valid nor binding. No claim for extra work done or materials furnished by the contractor other than stated herein, shall be allowed by the State unless it is ordered by the State in writing. Any additional work accomplished or materials furnished by the contractor without a written order shall be at the contractor's risk, cost or expense. Contractor further agrees that unless a written order is received, it will make no claim for liability or compensation for work or materials so furnished.
2.5
CONTRACTOR PERSONNEL

2.5.1 Contractor is responsible for the performance and appearance of its employees. Contractor and all employees will be required to wear shirts that have contractor’s business name displayed. Outer clothing such as coats or jackets must also have contractor’s business name displayed. 
2.5.2 Contractor shall designate a responsible representative in charge who shall be at the work site during all hours worked by contractor's employees. This representative must:

a. have the ability to communicate, follow and be able to receive, give, and understand written and verbal instructions.
b. be thoroughly knowledgeable of the contract performance requirements, and shall inspect the performance of the contractor's employees in all areas to assure that uniform and high quality workmanship is continually maintained.
c. report to the State's Contract Liaison or designee upon arrival and departure from the Helena Job Service.

2.6
DAMAGES TO STATE PROPERTY

Contractor is responsible for damages to include but not be limited to buildings, curbs, parking blocks, sidewalks, light poles, signs, landscaping, utility poles, and other State property as a direct cause of contractor failure, negligence or negligent operation of equipment. Such damage will be remedied at the contractor's expense.

Before beginning work, the contractor will notify the State's Contract Liaison who will inform State employees or visitors to move any private or government-owned vehicles that may be exposed to damage or which may prohibit the contractor from providing ground maintenance services. 

2.7
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

Contractor will provide all necessary equipment required for performing the work described herein. All contractor equipment will be equipped with proper safety and noise limiting devices and will be maintained in a safe operating condition at all times. Only trained operators will be permitted to operate equipment. Failure of equipment to perform properly and causing delay of the required work will not alleviate the demand of meeting the requirements of this contract. Failure to provide suitable equipment for completing contract requirements as described herein will be considered grounds for termination for cause of the contract.

Safety Precautions: contractor is responsible for instructing employees on accident prevention and safety. Particular emphasis will be placed on the operation of equipment near populated and congested buildings where safety precautions are required. 
Contractor shall enforce the use of and provide personal, protective safety gear needed to perform contract requirements in a safe and orderly manner including, but not limited to, eye, foot and other protection as necessary. Employees are required to use protective gear as required by their employer.

Rotary mowers, trimmers, and other hazardous equipment will not be operated without proper safety guards. All equipment used will be equipped with engine exhaust/flame arresting devices and will never be left unattended when operating. 

All equipment is subject to safety inspections and must meet criteria set forth by the State's safety officers. Any equipment deemed unacceptable or unsafe shall be replaced at the contractor's expense. 

Care shall be taken when refilling equipment or containers with fuel so as not to spill fuel on grass, plants, pavement, sidewalks, etc. Fuel spills shall be contained and cleaned up immediately per local and federal regulations.

2.7.1 Supplies. All supplies for performing grounds maintenance services as described herein will be provided by the contractor. This includes but is not limited to sand, fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, and supplies needed to operate the contractor's equipment; such as, gasoline, oil, etc. Contractor shall provide the State's Contract Liaison with all material safety data sheets (MSDS) for any chemicals used. Contractor must have all local, state, and federal licenses applicable to complete these services; contractor shall provide the State's Contract Liaison with copies of applicable licenses prior to performing these duties.

2.7.2 Use of Hazardous Materials by Contractor. Because the existence of hazardous substances and contaminants in the work environment and in products used in the performance of this contract may pose a significant health hazard, the State requires that all activities performed under this contract be done in a manner to protect the health and safety of all persons and safeguard the environment.

Contractor, through cooperation with the State, is responsible to provide for the control and disposal of any and all hazardous substances and contaminants in a safe and environmentally sound manner, in compliance with all pertinent state and federal laws.

Contractor will provide the State with its current safety plan including hazardous materials training. The plan should include a listing of all hazardous materials used, MSDS sheets, proper clothing, storage, exposure, transportation, safety equipment, and approved methods for management training, handling and treatment of hazardous materials.

2.8
TELEPHONE CONTACT

Contractor shall, not later than 5 calendar days before the effective date of the contract, provide the State’s Contract Liaison with a telephone number(s) that the State may use at any time to contact either contractor or contractor’s Contract Liaison. Contractor shall immediately notify the State of any change in the telephone number(s).
2.9
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE TECHNIQUES

The grounds keeping and snow removal techniques detailed in this section are intended to assure acceptable outcomes. Alternative techniques that provide equal outcomes may be approved by the State.

2.10
GROUNDS KEEPING 

2.10.1 Mow Grounds. Mowing shall begin in May and end in September. Grass shall be mowed in a manner that minimizes scalping, tire marking and missed areas on the grounds. The use of mulching mowers is preferred, but grass clippings shall be removed if clumps larger than 2 inches are visible after mowing. 
Contractor shall monitor and maintain the growth of grass height on grounds between 1 to 4 inches depending upon conditions of grass and weather. The height is a guideline for a neat and professional appearance. Litter, branches, rocks or other debris must be removed from grounds prior to mowing. All sidewalks, parking lots and other applicable areas shall be blown free of grass clippings after mowing has been completed. Mowing shall be done so that clippings are not ejected onto vehicles, windows, bedding and planting areas. 

Special care shall be taken to assure that grass clippings or any other debris will not be projected toward the air conditioning unit on the north side of the building, which may cause significant damage to the unit. Special care shall be taken to not cause damage or injury when working around vehicles or pedestrians. Grounds shall look well manicured at all times.

2.10.2 Trimming. Grass and weeds shall be trimmed around trees, shrubs, buildings, fences, poles, posts, fire hydrants, parking lot bumper blocks, boulders, and any other fixed obstacles. Trimming height shall match surrounding area grass heights. 
All sidewalks, parking lots and other applicable areas shall be blown free of grass and weed clippings after trimming has been completed. All areas shall be trimmed concurrent with mowing. Special care shall be taken to assure that grass clippings or any other debris will not be projected toward the air conditioning unit on the north side of the building, which may cause significant damage to the unit.

Contractor shall notify the State's Contract Liaison of any damage to trees, shrubs, plants, etc. immediately upon discovery. Damage to trees, shrubs, or plants from trimming shall be repaired or replaced by the contractor. If a plant should die or become unhealthy due to contractor-caused damage, contractor will be responsible for replacing the damaged plant with a plant of same size and type if possible. Plant replacement shall occur within 15 days of noticed damage.

2.10.3 Debris Removal. Responsibilities shall include, but not be limited to, the removal and disposal of all natural debris, (such as tree limbs, dry brush, rodent habitats, dead animals, etc.), and man-made debris (such as paper, plastics, glass, cigarette butts, etc.). Contractor shall police areas for debris on the same day any grounds keeping duties are being performed (i.e., grounds keeping, fall and spring preparation). All debris collected as a result of performing grounds maintenance requirements shall be removed from the work site and disposed of in accordance with existing local, state, and federal regulations.

2.10.4 Fall and Spring Preparations.

2.10.4.1 Apply Fertilizer and/or Lime. Contractor shall perform an effective commercial fertilizer/lime application program to the grounds. Approved fertilizers/lime shall be applied in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. One application shall be applied in spring (April) and fall (October). 

2.10.4.2 Maintain Bedding and Planted Areas. Contractor shall apply a spring (April) and fall weed preventer (preen or equivalent) (October) to eliminate weeds in bedding and planted areas. All weeds shall be removed or eradicated manually or mechanically. Approved weed preventer shall be applied in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions. 

2.11
SNOW REMOVAL

Snow removal will begin October through April. Contractor will be responsible for monitoring snowfall and will begin snow removal when snow depth reaches a minimum of 2 inches in the parking lots and 1 inch on the sidewalks. If snow type is such that the moisture content, regardless of depth, will create problems with melting or impaction from vehicles, the State’s Contract Liaison may call contractor for removal services before snow reaches minimum 2 inch depth requirement.

In the event of special circumstances, such as ongoing blowing and drifting of snow, extreme icy conditions, or persistent snowfall conditions, the State reserves the right to contact contractor to request additional snow removal services. Therefore, contractor must be available 24 hours, 7 days a week and have staff available to handle snow removal requests whenever the State should request such services.
2.11.1 Snow Plowing. Snow will be plowed in a manner so as to minimize any traffic obstructions. The requirement is to push/blow the snow as close as possible to unused portions of the parking areas or driveways. All plowed areas shall be free of loose snow, shall not block any traffic lanes or parking areas and will not create ice dams or future slipping hazards. Contractor shall not create drifts in front of dumpster enclosures, fire lanes, or entrances on sidewalks or blocking walkways. 

2.11.2 Snow Storage. Snow storage areas will be identified by the State. When these areas are full and/or present hazardous driving or parking conditions, contractor must completely remove the snow from the area or move it to areas that will not present a driving, parking or walking hazard as determined by the State.

2.11.3 Sidewalk Snow Removal. All snow shall be removed so as to prevent snow drifting onto the walking path. To assure traction on the sidewalks, sand shall be adequately applied to the sidewalks and all three entrances to the building. Special attention must be given to assure snow removal is done on the sidewalks by the parking lot on north side of the building, especially between the entrance curbing. 
2.11.4 Parking Lot Sanding. Sand shall be applied to the parking lots as necessary to avoid slipping and falls as individuals move to and from their vehicles and the building. Special care shall be taken as snow melts and refreezes and makes treacherous conditions for walking and moving between the vehicles and buildings.

2.12
WORK SCHEDULE

Grounds Keeping. Grounds keeping work will be completed between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday except for State or Federal holidays. 

Snow Removal. Contractor shall provide snow removal services when snow depth reaches a minimum of 2 inches in the parking lots and 1 inch on the sidewalks. In the event of special circumstances, such as ongoing blowing and drifting of snow, extreme icy conditions, or persistent snowfall conditions, the State reserves the right to contact contractor and request additional snow removal services.
Contractor will not need to provide snow removal services if the State office will not be open the next day for service such as during State or Federal holidays. However, the contractor must have the areas cleared by the start of the next business day.
The State reserves the right to add or remove areas to be serviced under this contract at any time without additional costs to the State.

2.13
CONTRACT TERM

The contract term shall begin upon contract execution and end December 31, 2014. Renewals of the contract, by mutual agreement of both parties, may be made at one-year intervals, or any interval that is advantageous to the State. This contract, including any renewals, may not exceed a total of four years, at the option of the State.

2.14
BASIC REQUIREMENTS

2.14.1 Grounds Keeping. When grass height exceeds the height listed in section 2.10.1 Mow Grounds, contractor shall provide mowing and trimming services using the grounds keeping techniques listed in section 2.10 Grounds Keeping as a guide.
a.
Litter, branches, rocks or other debris shall be removed from around the building and in both north and east parking lots prior to mowing.

b.
Mow and trim grass; remove weeds around building, sidewalks and parking lots. 

c.
All sidewalks, parking lots and other applicable areas shall be blown free of grass clippings after mowing has been completed.

2.14.2 Additional Grounds Keeping Requirements. Contractor shall provide the following additional grounds keeping services using the grounds keeping techniques listed in section 2.10 Grounds Keeping as a guide.
a. 
Fall Preparation - October. Trim bushes, leaf removal and preparation for winter. Apply fertilizer/lime to grounds and weed preventer to bedding and planted areas in fall.

b.
Spring Preparation - April. Apply fertilizer/lime to grounds and weed preventer to bedding and planted areas in spring.

c.
Sweeping - April. Sweep sidewalks in front of the building and both parking lots located to the north and east of the building. (This is typically done once a year in April.) 

2.14.3 Snow Removal Requirements. A “snow removal event” will consist of the following duties. 
a.
Remove snow and apply sand as necessary from the following areas: 

North parking lot

East parking lot (behind Job Service building, lower level)

Driveway/alley approach to East parking lot (south side of building)

City street/curb in front of the office (west side)

Sidewalks from alley approach closest to O’Neill Avenue to end of parking lot on west side of building and sidewalks by west entrance 
2.15
PRICING SCHEDULE
Bid award, if made, will be on an all-or-none basis to the responsive and responsible bidder who offers the lowest total cost for grounds maintenance services to the State in accordance with the specifications set forth in the invitation for bid.

Bidders shall provide 1) the cost of all grounds keeping services for 1 year, and 2) the cost for each event should that service be needed beyond the time frame given. Failure of a bidder to provide prices for all line items listed below may be cause for rejection of the entire bid. However, a bidder may enter "No Cost" to indicate the item is being offered at no cost.

1.
Grounds keeping services

Time frame: May through October
(Includes mowing/trimming, Fall and Spring
preparations, and sweeping of sidewalks/parking lots)
Snow removal services
Time frame: October through April

(Includes snow removal from parking lots/sidewalks,
sanding, and removal of snow in snow storage areas)


1 YEAR

$


2.
Grounds keeping services past September
(Mowing/trimming only – does not include
Fall preparation)




1 EVENT
$



3.
Snow removal services past April


1 EVENT
$
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