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June 6, 2014

To All Interested Vendors:

The Department of Administration, State Procurement Bureau is considering a request from the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (Department) to award a sole source contract to Andgar Corporation, located in Ferndale, Washington for the purchase of a DVO, Inc. patented two-stage mixed plug flow design anaerobic digester under the terms and conditions set forth in 15-62-203, MCA. The digester will be installed at the dairy operated by the Montana State Prison (Prison) to help generate heat and power. The determination of this sole source contract is based on the following requirements:

1. Other manufacturers of anaerobic digesters use above-ground systems that are not compatible with Montana’s colder climate. The DVO digester uses a fully-enclosed, insulated below-ground concrete digestion chamber with an insulated concrete cover making the possibility of failure due to below freezing temperatures less likely.

2. Many of the manufacturers of anaerobic digesters researched by the Department were primarily designed for use on larger capacity dairy operations. The operation at the Prison is much smaller in comparison. Attempting to fit a larger capacity digester into a small operation would not be cost effective.

3. The DVO digester is designed to have reduced maintenance needs, and, therefore, costs. The manufacturer has a proprietary plug-flow feed technology inside the digester vessel that is designed to have no moving parts while also mixing the digester slurry to help keep solids suspended. This design simplifies maintenance, and in particular, reduces the need for confined-space entry. The reduced maintenance costs fits well with State mandates for the procurement of efficient, cost effective goods and services.

4. Andgar Corporation has the exclusive contract with DVO, Inc. to deliver digesters to this region and provides the training and technical support for the DVO equipment.
5. The estimated cost of purchase is approximately $798,000.

The State Procurement Bureau will accept written comments from potential vendors who believe they have the ability to provide these services. This is not a request for competitive proposals. Any vendor who is interested in providing these services to the State of Montana is invited to provide a detailed description of their company, experiences and available services. Written comments must be received by 5:00 p.m. Mountain Standard Time, June 20, 2014. Responses to this notice must be addressed to: 

Tia Snyder
State Procurement Bureau
125 N. Roberts Street
Mitchell Building, Room 165
Helena, MT 59620-0135
tsnyder@mt.gov 
(406) 444-3315

A determination by the State not to compete this proposed contract based upon responses to this notice is solely within the discretion of the State. If evidence presented reveals that more than one source is available to perform the contract, the State may issue a competitive solicitation. If no evidence is presented in the timeframe specified, the State may proceed to award a contract to Andgar Corporation.

Thank you for your interest.
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